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The Asbury Herald is published three times 
per year and is mailed to more than 17,000 
households. This 12-page, quarterly magazine 
(including annual report) is the official magazine 
of Asbury Theological Seminary and provides 
information on a wide variety of topics. It is 
also now being published in electronic format 
(asburyseminary.edu/publications) to reduce 
paper consumption and increase access! Please 
let us know if you are interested in receiving 
your Herald in an electronic format instead of 
print (advancement@asburyseminary.edu or 
800.227.2879 ext. 2305).
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Dear Friends of Christ and of Asbury Seminary,
Some anonymous wit has said that as Adam and Eve were leaving the Garden of Eden, Adam said, “My dear, 
we are now entering a period of transition.”  Which is, of course, to say that the only permanent fact about our 
human story is its impermanence, and that we humans have always been in need of a forwarding address.  Life 
goes on, and we have to run fast to keep up with it.
So it is that this issue of The Asbury Herald celebrates a transition in the life of Asbury Theological Seminary, and 
a particularly significant one at that.  On July 1, 2009, within a few weeks after you receive this issue of The Herald, 
Dr. Timothy Tennent will begin his tenure as the eighth president of our seminary.  I see this as a day of great 
promise.  I look forward, with you, to reading an interview with Dr. Tennent which is scheduled to appear in this 
issue.  And although Janet and I already have had opportunities to visit with Tim and Julie first hand, I know 
that I’ve just begun to get acquainted with Asbury’s new First Family so I hope to know them better as I read The 
Herald.
This issue also contains a tribute to Steve and Jeannie Harper, who have led our Florida Dunnam campus since 
its inception.  Steve had promised himself from the beginning that he would leave this administrative post at a 
time when he could continue to have a fruitful teaching career at Asbury.  But as the Harpers move out of their 
founding role, Asbury Florida has its first major transition.  The search for a new leader for this campus is already 
under way.
But even during transition, some things remain the same.  One of these is the loyalty of old friends.  You will 
enjoy the story of a great soul who has been an Asbury supporter through good times and hard times, and who is 
as loyal in 2009 as she has been for decades.  
Thanks be to God for things that remain, even in the midst of change.  Things like the goodness of God and the 
faithfulness of God’s dear people.  Transitions, yes, ever since Eden.  But certainty, for sure – because there is God, 
and there are the people of God.
      
In Christ,
J. Ellsworth Kalas
President, Asbury Theological Seminary 
J. ellsworth Kalas
President
asbury seminary
one of asbury’s 
most beloved 
professors, 
J. ellsworth Kalas 
also serves as 
the seminary’s 
president. He 
has expertise 
in narrative 
preaching and 
church renewal, 
authoring more 
than 30 books, 
13 adult study 
quarterlies and 
recording the 
entire Bible on 
audiocassette.
n e ws
a  community called . . .
to evangelize and to spread scriptural holiness throughout the world
through the love of Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy spirit and to the glory of god the father.
to prepare theologically educated, sanctified, Spirit-filled men and women
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a tribute to  
Dr. steve Harper
on June 30, 2009 Dr. steve Harper will 
step down as the founding vice president 
of the florida campus of asbury seminary. 
While he plans to continue in his role as 
professor of spiritual formation, this tran-
sition invites us to look back and honor 
steve and Jeannie Harper for more than a 
decade of visionary and faithful leadership 
to the asbury community in orlando.  
in the fall of 1997, the Board of trust-
ees chose orlando as the site for its new 
campus.  steve and Jeannie Harper became 
an integral part of the team that turned 
the dream into reality, working tirelessly 
to create and expand asbury’s presence in 
florida, and welcoming the first class in 
the fall of 1999.
the florida Dunnam campus was named 
in honor of Dr. Maxie Dunnam, chancellor 
and former president of asbury theologi-
cal seminary.  Dunnam looks back on the 
Harpers’ florida years:
Why did you choose Steve to launch the new 
Asbury Florida campus initiative?
When we made the decision to establish 
a campus in orlando, it became clear 
that one of our most pressing needs was 
leadership. We needed a leader who knew 
asbury, who could quickly grasp the 
missional dimension of our venture, who 
could be creative in shaping a program 
that reflected our asbury mission without 
simply “repeating” what we were doing in 
there’s a moment you know…that you have come to the right 
place; that your calling is sure; that all will be well; that god 
is in this place.  for most folks who step on the florida campus, 
there is a transformational moment in their vocational jour-
ney to which they can point.  more often than not the persons 
involved in that moment are steve and jeannie harper.
above: Steve Harper, right, converses with Maxie Dunnam, left, at the Asbury Florida campus..
“steve and Jeannie are the 
real deal. over the last nine 
years we have walked some 
of life’s most difficult and 
challenging roads and some 
of the highest highs together.  
they are consistently the 
loving, caring hands and feet 
of Jesus.”
—Debi Andrews 
Steve’s assistant for nine years
“thank you so much for your 
teaching, prayer and caring 
presence while i was at asbury. 
steve was invaluable to my 
seminary experience from 
orientation to graduation. 
enjoy your new position and i 
hope you can find time to rest 
in the Lord together.”
—Josh Christiansen 
2008 graduate
“Dearest steve and Jeannie. When asbury 
florida Dunnam campus got you two we truly 
got two for one. please remember me in your 
kingdom. there is no one on god’s green 
earth that i would rather be like (though 
i follow you only as you follow Jesus). You 
make me want to be a better Christian. thank 
you both sincerely for all you mean to god, to 
asbury, to the Church and to me.”
—Bob Tuttle 
Florida faculty
from the asbury seminary family, in their own words
“from that first Christmas Conference of 
the John Wesley fellows where we met, 
the ways in which the Lord has woven 
our lives and ministries together has 
been a rich blessing for me. thank you 
for your faithfulness and for allowing 
the Lord to bless asbury through you. 
May retirement provide new arenas for 
the Lord’s work in and through you.”
—Bob Mulholland 
professor of New Testament
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Wilmore. the leader would need to be a risk-
taker in challenging the status quo, willing to 
think outside the box. steve was a “known” 
person to the asbury community, without 
question committed to the asbury mission. 
He is a Wesleyan scholar and therefore there 
would be no question of his “theological 
perspective/leadership.” i knew i could trust 
that. i also knew that he would be trusted and 
would have the support of the entire asbury 
community as we approached the daunting 
task of a starting a new campus.
What were the challenges you knew he would face in 
the early days?
Building a faculty, establishing community, 
navigating between the traditional and the 
creative, not falling into the trap of comfort 
in doing things as they had always been done, 
living with a degree of ambiguity (what is and 
what is to be), bringing to reality and giving 
shape to a dream. 
What contributions do you believe Steve has made 
through his leadership of the Asbury Florida Dun-
nam campus?
though an outstanding scholar, steve is 
primarily a pastoral leader.  His great achieve-
ment has been to build a transformative 
Christian community, where the pursuit of 
scholarship is wed to a pursuit of holiness. He 
has been an outstanding teacher by enrich-
ing the community in the classroom, but his 
preaching and pastoral presence has provided 
a dynamic that has shaped a community in 
which equipping for ministry is experiential in 
every way. steve personifies the adage, “where 
head and heart go hand in hand.”
Share a little about Jeannie’s leadership through 
hospitality on the Asbury Florida Dunnam campus.
one of the most significant ingredients in 
community building is hospitality.  as a 
couple, steve and Jeannie have practiced a 
contagious hospitality. it is doubtful whether 
any student has moved through that com-
munity without seeing and experiencing the 
power of their reaching out in openness and 
love to demonstrate the radical nature of 
Christian hospitality.
above: Steve Harper and Zaida Perez in prayer
above: Steve Harper in his office
Honorary Towel 
and Basin Award
The Towel and Basin Award is given each 
year from the nomination by students, 
staff and faculty of an alumnus whose 
life has exemplified the servant heart of 
our Savior Jesus Christ. It is presented 
by the alumni of Asbury Theological 
Seminary whose goal is to live out the 
essence of a well-trained, sanctified, 
spirit-filled, evangelistic ministry spread-
ing scriptural holiness across the land. 
The award is a statuette of Jesus kneel-
ing on the floor washing Peter’s feet.
This year’s Towel and Basin Award 
goes to a person who has amassed an 
exemplary record of service and min-
istry during her many years at Asbury 
Theological Seminary.  She has demon-
strated extravagant and extraordinary 
friendship to all around her.  She has 
been a tireless advocate for mercy and 
justice in our community, both in terms 
of leading public initiatives as well as in 
hidden acts of service.   She has dem-
onstrated patience, kindness and hu-
mility, showing herself a thoughtful and 
generous leader who serves in the way 
of the cross, at the feet of others.
 
This year’s (honorary) Towel and Basin 
Award commending a servant’s heart 
goes to Jeannie Harper.
above: Jeannie Harper
“i will never forget asbury 
seminary because of the 
jovial, compassionate and 
caring spirit of Dr. and Mrs. 
Harper. the florida campus 
is a true reflection of their 
excellent stewardship, 
servant leadership and 
generous hospitality.”
—The Rev. Shirley Williams 
2008 graduate
“My son, Hunter, still speaks 
of steve and Jeannie because 
of the hospitality they showed 
him when he used to commute 
to seminary with me. Beyond 
the awesome learning i 
experienced at steve’s feet, 
their love and welcome for my 
son means the most to me.”
 —Dr. Jesse McLain 
2003 graduate
“steve and Jeannie have always set a 
very high standard of community 
on the florida campus. their tireless 
efforts to shepherd and care for us, 
individually and collectively, spiritually, 
physically and emotionally, have 
enabled all of us to thrive. they have 
continued to model Christ through 
their lives and their witness.”
—Bill Tillmann 
Florida staff
“Visitors have frequently commented on the 
spirit that pervades the community. this 
loving ambiance is owing in large measure 
to the Christ-like spirit, hospitality, and 
grace of steve and Jeannie Harper. steve’s 
careful and intentional leadership and 
Jeannie’s acts of encouragement have left 
an indelible mark that bring glory to god 
and honor to Christ.”
—Paul Chilcote 
Former Florida faculty/dean
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‘Where god  
is leading us’
the Board of trustees unanimously elected tennent, who has served as professor of world missions and indian studies at 
gordon-Conwell theological seminary since 1998. 
tennent will start his new position July 1, 2009. His 
inauguration will be held november 9-11, 2009.
tennent’s path to asbury seminary began in 
georgia and guided him through pastorates, 
teaching appointments and global ministries. 
Born in atlanta, tennent was raised in a Christian 
home. the foundations of his faith began with 
godly parents and were strengthened in the pews 
of his home church, grace united Methodist in 
atlanta. it was there that the sermons of Dr. sam 
Coker kindled tennent’s interest in preaching.
When tennent was a high school junior, he ac-
cepted Jesus Christ as his savior at a Bible study 
held in the home of Clyde fortner, a Baptist lay-
person who greatly influenced tennent with his 
knowledge of scripture and personal relation-
ship with Jesus Christ.
as a child, tennent wanted to become a history 
teacher. When god called him to full-time min-
istry, tennent began a journey taking him inside 
the classroom and behind the pulpit. this call 
to ministry changed his life and set him on the 
course leading him to asbury seminary
“My first time in the pulpit was at grace united 
Methodist Church,” tennent said. “sam Coker 
asked me if i would read scripture for a service. i 
still remember it was from isaiah 6:1-8. it’s a great 
text for somebody being called into the ministry. 
i remember the awesome feeling of walking to the 
pulpit and presenting the word of god.”
tennent’s call to ministry continued to unfold 
while attending Young Harris College (Young 
Harris, ga.), where he met Christian friends and 
had a powerful, sanctifying experience with god. 
His next step was oral roberts university, where 
he majored in history and minored in theology. 
there he realized his future included seminary, so 
he attended gordon-Conwell theological semi-
nary where he earned an M.Div. in 1984. Later he 
received a th.M. at princeton theological semi-
nary and a ph.D. at the university of edinburgh 
in scotland. While he was a student at gordon-
Conwell, tennent met another influential person 
in his life, his wife, Julie (Myers) tennent. 
“i met Julie in January 1982 when we had a mis-
sions class together,” tennent said. “one of the 
ironies is now i teach the same class in the same 
room where my wife and i met.” 
Julie graduated from gordon-Conwell with a 
M.e.M. degree in 1984 and is a church organist. 
the tennents have two children, Jonathan, 24, 
and Bethany, 21. Jonathan is a junior editor at 
Whitaker publishing House. Bethany will gradu-
ate from Houghton College, a Wesleyan college 
in new York, in May. Bethany plans to join the 
africa inland Mission’s training in Ministry 
outreach program beginning in 2010. 
Preaching and teaching
as he prepares to take the helm at asbury semi-
nary, tennent sees many ways god has prepared 
him for this work through his experiences in the 
church and classroom.
tennent is passionate about classical, orthodox 
theological education. for the past 11 years, 
he has taught at gordon-Conwell theological 
seminary. prior to his work at gordon-Conwell, 
tennent taught at toccoa falls College in geor-
gia, where he was honored as teacher of the year 
in 1995. He also teaches annually at the Luther 
W. new Jr. theological College of Dehra Dun, 
india, where he has served as adjunct professor 
since 1989. in addition to his work in india, he 
has ministered and taught in China, thailand, 
nigeria and eastern europe.
“i enjoy the whole process of learning and help-
ing students to learn,” tennent said. “i’ve seen so 
many students catch a vision and think of their 
calling in broader ways. i’ve seen women and 
men discover how they can use their gifts differ-
ently and cross-culturally.” 
Beginning in the spring of 2010, after his first six 
months in office at asbury seminary, tennent 
plans to teach one class each semester. “i see 
teaching as central to the role of the president,” 
tennent said. “as an institution to serve the 
students, we need to know what they’re thinking, 
how they’re changing. students are changing a 
lot, and i think it’s important for the president 
to keep in touch with that.”
tennent’s knowledge obtained from years of 
teaching and study is complemented with an 
ability to nurture relationships and oversee pro-
grams — skills he developed during his pastoral 
ministries and through directing the missions 
programs of gordon-Conwell.
ordained in the united Methodist Church, 
tennent has pastored churches in georgia and 
preached regularly in churches throughout new 
england and across the country. His first ap-
Dr. Timothy Tennent elected Asbury Seminary president
asbury theological seminary is 
preparing for an exciting new 
chapter in our history as we 
welcome our eighth president, 
timothy craig tennent, ph.d. 
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pointment was a call to minister to four churches 
— a tremendous learning experience for any 
young pastor.
“in my first two years of ministry, i did 52 funer-
als,” he said. “i hadn’t even been to a funeral 
when i began performing funerals. But it was 
through those ministries i learned about the 
power of relationships.” 
“it’s not just about knowledge. Ministry is also 
based on relationships and spending time with 
people.”
tennent received further preparation for the 
presidency through a new leadership develop-
ment program funded by the Lilly endowment 
and developed by the Lexington seminar. He was 
one of four graduates of this program, which 
provided academic leadership training. as ten-
nent progressed through the program, he had no 
idea god was preparing him for a call to asbury 
seminary. 
“i gradually became interested in the ‘big picture’ 
of how theological education works today,” ten-
nent said. “i spent the last three years thinking 
about shared governance, working with constitu-
encies and thinking about a lot of the issues a 
seminary president would face.”
tennent graduated from the program in June 
2008. two months later, he was contacted regard-
ing his interest in the position of president at as-
bury seminary. He does not believe the timing was 
coincidental. “god was bringing things together 
for me and i didn’t realize it,” tennent said.
after much prayer and many conversations with 
people who know them well, the tennents received 
confirmation of god’s call to asbury seminary.
The future at Asbury Seminary
tennent looks forward to the new challenges and 
opportunities awaiting him at asbury seminary. 
at the foundation of his role will be his commit-
ment to Jesus Christ and a desire to be a beacon 
for theological education in the Wesleyan heritage.
“theological education is facing many chal-
lenges,” he said. “for example, many people in 
the church don’t see the need for good theologi-
cal education. there are a lot of challenges to the 
gospel message that would question the unique-
ness of Christ, the centrality of scripture, and if 
pastors are not trained robustly, then they will 
not be able to meet those challenges.”
He believes a theological education is not only 
important for pastors, but for other Christians 
in leadership and ministry positions. “the value 
of a seminary education is the theological core 
which serves as the basis for everyone’s work,” he 
said. “a person who is going to be a counselor or 
youth worker, for example, needs to be nourished 
and strengthened by a solid theological perspec-
tive on their work.”
the globalization of Christianity is another area 
tennent plans to focus his attention. asbury’s 
three campuses place the seminary in a prime 
position to become a “global player in the emer-
gence of world Christianity,” he said.
“today about 68 percent of the world’s Chris-
tians live outside the West, so because of that, 
the very complexion and nature of the church is 
changing … so we really need a much more global 
conversation about Christianity and how we can 
best meet global challenges. 
“Having the vision of three campuses, with all 
the challenges that brings, is a very positive sign 
for (asbury’s) future,” tennent said. “Wilmore 
is the guardian of the asbury heritage and is the 
flagship institution for the whole Wesleyan world 
for graduate theological education. asbury’s 
campus in orlando is located in one of the 400 
gateway cities of the world. its urban and ethnic 
context is crucial for the fulfillment of asbury’s 
vision to ‘spread scriptural holiness throughout 
the world.’  the Virtual campus allows us to ex-
tend the ministry of asbury into a digital world 
to a generation who has a very different approach 
to learning, community formation, and the ex-
change of information than in past generations. 
together, all of these create great possibilities for 
the future of asbury theological seminary.”
When he begins his role as president this July, 
tennent’s priority is to “hit the ground listen-
ing” to faculty, students, staff, donors, alumni 
and constituents. 
“i would say to our alumni and donors that as-
bury seminary is turning a new page to new op-
portunities, new challenges,” tennent said. “We 
will never forget who we are and never discuss 
change until we remember what we cherish.
“i will be listening to faculty, students, donors and 
staff as we have conversations about what we re-
ally believe, what we’re willing to die for. then we 
can discuss ways asbury can grow and change.”
Just as he has done with each of his ministries, 
tennent is ready to follow god’s leading at as-
bury seminary.
“Collaboratively, we will see where god is leading 
us… this is a journey we have to take together as 
a community of scholars and as a community 
of people committed to Christ and to the vision 
statement of asbury seminary.”
[ ONE: the body of Christ ]
5 quick 
questions  
for Dr. Tennent
What book is on your desk or nightstand?
Someone sent me A Handbook for Semi-
nary Presidents. It didn’t have a note, so 
I don’t know who sent it, but appar-
ently there is such a small market for 
such a book, they automatically send it 
to whoever is elected to the presidency 
of a seminary!  I also just finished Ba-
rack Obama’s memoir, Dreams from My 
Father: A Story of Race and Inheritance. It 
was important to me to find out about 
his background.  I am currently reading 
through Bob Frykenberg’s Christianity 
in India.    
Blackberry, iPhone or neither?
iPhone.  I love all the free apps which 
you can download from the internet. 
I have a personalized picture on my 
iPhone of the philosopher Diogenes, 
walking through the streets of Athens 
with a lamp. The story goes he walked 
throughout the city with the lamp look-
ing for an honest man. I see Diogenes’ 
lamp as a daily reminder to me to have 
integrity and honesty in my life. 
Favorite Bible passage?
My wife and I developed a life passage 
— Romans 15:20-21. We thought at 
one time we would live and die doing 
ministry in India. But later, we came to 
see our lives as helping to mobilize men 
and women for ministry.  When I was 
elected president, people sent me let-
ters asking if this would be the end of 
my writing career. I hope not.  However, 
even if it is, I believe if I’m an effective 
president, I can enable dozens of faculty 
members to write books.   
Favorite Bible translation?
I’ve used the NIV (New Internation-
al Version) translation a number of 
years, but just recently started read-
ing through the ESV (English Standard 
Version) Study Bible. I still use the NIV 
when I’m preaching.
Music you enjoy?
My wife is a classical pianist, so we enjoy 
classical music.  We love Christian hymns, 
especially the ones which are theologi-
cally rich.  We also enjoy Scottish folk 
music and we’re fans of Robert Burns. 
We celebrate Burns’ birthday on Jan. 25, 
eat haggis, and recite his poetry.
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live simply and simply give.
asbury theological seminary is blessed with donors who practice 
this adage, faithfully and generously sending their gifts month 
after month, year after year, to support the seminary.
a simple gifts ow i n g  f ro m t h e  h e a rt
As I pondered this wonderful 
story from Carolyn Pelt, I just 
could not get out of mind the 
women who ministered to Jesus while he was 
on the earth. The message from Luke 8:1-3 is 
quite simple. Jesus and his disciples continued 
to travel across the New Testament landscape 
ministering the truth and reality of the Gospel 
(KJV “the glad tidings of the Kingdom of God”). 
They had needs—food, nourishment, and rest. 
We read how Mary, Joanna, Susanna, and oth-
ers provided for the weary travelers’ needs. The 
Bible calls these women “stewards” and labeled 
the needs they provided as coming from their 
“substance.” A steward is anyone to whom 
something has been entrusted. Substance is 
that which they have in the form of possessions, 
goods, wealth, or property. The women were 
stewards over their substance and they willingly 
gave it for the spread of the Gospel. 
Now it is certainly interesting that the follow-
ing verses in Luke 8 explain Jesus’ parable of 
the seeds. After speaking the parable, Jesus 
goes on to explain it to his followers. I think 
he must have been thinking specifically about 
the women when he said this:
But that on the good ground are they, 
which in an honest and good heart, having 
heard the word, keep it, and bring forth 
fruit with patience. LUKE 8:15B (KJV)
These women gave from a good heart, but 
most importantly, their giving produced a last-
ing harvest that helped ensure the sufficiency 
of the Gospel, the message of the Kingdom. 
I can see Carolyn Pelt fitting into this story 
easily. She is dedicated to the messenger, the 
message, and the means of spreading the 
message. Yet Carolyn’s story does not stand 
alone. I have wonderful opportunities to trav-
el across the USA for Asbury and meet many 
folks who have and continue to be “faithful 
stewards who give of their substance.” They 
give because they have a good heart and 
they know that their giving will produce fruit. 
I could name several right off the top of my 
head—but perhaps you will hear about them 
in coming issues. 
We all know that things in the world are diffi-
cult—the status of our economy, the state of 
our country, wars and rumors of war—to name 
a few. In the midst of all this we at Asbury give 
heartfelt thanks to all you who have stood with 
us, blessed us, and helped us to follow the call-
ing and mandate of our Lord. The ultimate fruit 
is the many men and women who are spread-
ing the Good News around the world. Thank 
you from the bottom of our hearts!
“I always thought if I couldn’t go, then I must help 
send someone in my place.” —Carolyn Pelt
Would you prayerfully consider becoming a faithful steward with us at 
Asbury Seminary as we prepare men and women to spread scriptural 
holiness throughout the world? You can use the envelope enclosed in this 
magazine or give securely online at asburyseminary.edu.
ronnie Jones
Advancement
asbury seminary
Carolyn pelt, of Crawfordville, fla., has loy-
ally given to asbury seminary since 1987. 
“i just can’t see not giving something,” pelt 
said. “god has blessed me. i don’t have 
money to burn, but i’ve never needed a 
dime. i have all i need. it makes my heart 
overflow to think i can do something for 
someone else.”
pelt has never visited either of asbury 
seminary’s campuses and isn’t interested 
in knowing the names of all the build-
ings and degree programs. However, 
she knows asbury seminary makes a 
difference in the world — that evidence 
she has witnessed firsthand on several 
occasions.
“We had a preacher, Luther ray stokes, 
who was from asbury,” pelt said. “He was 
different than some of the other preach-
ers we’d known. He cared about the things 
we did, and would talk with my husband 
about things like hunting, fishing and 
building. He encouraged my husband to 
help him at church.”
eventually, Carolyn’s husband, Harry, was 
called into the ministry. in addition to 
his full-time job in construction, he was 
also licensed to preach in the primitive 
Baptist and Methodist churches. Carolyn 
worked in a bank for 10 years and then 
in accounting and payroll for the state of 
florida for 25 years.
the pelts also knew missionaries, alumni of 
asbury seminary, who were going to africa 
to spread the gospel. “then i remember one 
day, i saw a copy of the The Asbury Herald,” 
pelt said. “i don’t know how i got it, but it 
hit me just right. i told my husband they 
(asbury) needed money and he said, ‘go 
ahead and send them a check.’
“i didn’t know what i was giving it for, but 
i knew i was giving to people who knew 
what they were doing and to a place god 
was using.”
in January of 1998, Carolyn and her hus-
band, Harry, celebrated 50 years of mar-
riage. Later that year, Harry passed away. 
 “He encouraged me to do what i could do 
(for asbury),” she said. “When i send a little 
check, i think about him. i am 80 years old 
and my health isn’t good. i can’t go on mis-
sion trips. i always thought if i couldn’t go, 
then i must help send someone in my place.”
above: Carolyn and Harry Pelt
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The aim for one’s life journey is that it shall be a pilgrimage rather than just a trip. 
But whatever the quality of our journeys, they are all lived out in specific times and 
places, with particular people.  since July 1, 1993, my journey has had its primary 
setting in asbury theological seminary – not only its physical campuses but its 
people, its history, its ethos, and its vision. 
that journey turned an abrupt corner on october 17, 2006, 
when i was made president of the school with the specific 
assignment of seeing it through a delicate and trying period. 
the assignment was originally expected to be 20½ months 
but it has turned out to be nearly three years. 
Believe me, it has been quite a trip.  By the grace of god, it 
has also been a pilgrimage, through which i have learned 
more lessons than you can imagine.  indeed, i’m sure that 
as long as i live i will find myself realizing lessons from these 
years that at the time i didn’t know i was learning.  Many of 
life’s best lessons aren’t recognized until an occasion arises 
in which we put to use what we had learned – probably quite 
unknowingly – in some previous time.
as i worked my way through these recent years, i have found 
myself drawing on so many things i had picked up along 
the way, in my pastorates in Watertown, green Bay, and 
Madison, Wisconsin, and in Cleveland, ohio.  i see now that 
many people and many experiences were preparing me for 
these years in my present position.  
a number of times during my years as a pastor i turned down 
invitations to consider college or seminary presidencies.  But 
when Dr. Jim smith, the then Board chairman, asked me 
to allow my name to be considered as the interim leader at 
asbury, i knew that i must say yes.  i postponed my answer 
so i could discuss the issues with Janet and to confirm the 
decision with further prayer, but i knew that i had no choice. 
i was never sure why i was chosen.  But i knew from the 
beginning what my answer had to be.
in less than three years in this position i have experienced 
more challenges than i knew in 38 happy years as a pastor in 
four churches.  three things, in particular, have sustained me 
during these years.  first, the sense of call to which i referred 
earlier; i knew that it was god’s assignment even though i 
didn’t know why.  second, some people who stood alongside 
me:  Janet at home, and my team of co-workers at every level 
in both Kentucky and florida.  third, people who have prayed 
for me.  as i have said often, never in my life have i been so sure 
that i was being held steady by prayer.     
on July 1, Dr. timothy tennent will become asbury’s eighth 
president.  My only real regret is that, due to the lame-duck 
nature of my appointment, i was not able to move forward as 
vigorously and creatively as i wanted to do.  But this was not 
my assignment, and i have no business being sorry for work 
undone that it was not my business, under god, to do.
now it is my privilege to rejoice in the leadership tim and 
Julie tennent will bring.  it is a new and blessed day, and a 
time for strong and inspired leadership.  i am confident that 
god has been at work preparing the tennents for this role, 
long before they knew such a call would ever come their way. 
this preparation will bear fruit for god’s kingdom, in a new 
generation of students and a new era for asbury theological 
seminary. 
By the grace of god, i now look with gratitude and excitement 
to the continuation of my own pilgrimage.  from what i can 
see it will include some writing and teaching and preaching. 
and more learning.  But i know full well that god’s path 
always has its surprises, and i want simply to listen for god’s 
voice and to respond faithfully.  Whatever the continuation of 
my journey, i will never cease thanking god for those persons, 
known and unknown, who have blessed my way during these 
past nearly three years.  i cannot imagine what my life would 
have been like if it were not for their prayers, their loyalty, and 
their faithful service.  i wish i knew how to thank all of them— 
all of you—adequately.
on the journey
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n e wsUpcoming events
March 9-11, 2010
Q3 conference to address issues 
of faith and science
Plans are under way for Asbury Seminary’s first 
Q3 ministers’ conference, to be held March 9-11, 
2010, on the Asbury Seminary Kentucky campus. 
The purpose of the conference is practical: to 
assist pastors and those who serve in a variety 
of ministries to perceive the integration of faith 
and science in their work.  Speakers will include 
scientists, theologians, and experienced pastors 
who will share from their knowledge of God and of 
the world for the practice of ministry.
The conference is titled Ministry Celebrates the 
Wonders of God’s World. The keynote speaker 
will be Dr. Owen Gingrich, Professor Emeritus 
of Astronomy and of the History of Science at 
Harvard University. He is also a senior astronomer 
emeritus at the Smithsonian Astrophysical 
Observatory. He is a leading authority on Johannes 
Kepler and Nicholas Copernicus. His address is 
titled What the Church Today Can Learn from the 
Galileo Affair.
Other topics to be discussed include: Relevant 
Ministry in an Age of Pop Culture, C.S. Lewis as 
Guide for Faith Engaging Science; and Prayer, 
Miracle, and Providence in a World Described by 
Science.
The conference is funded by a grant from the 
John Templeton Foundation’s Science for Ministry 
Initiative, which will be used to fund three annual 
ministers’ conferences at Asbury Seminary. Each 
conference will address the “big questions” often 
arising in discussions of faith and science among 
church leaders and parishioners. 
D.Min. degree now offered on 
Florida campus
Beginning July, students can enroll in the 
Doctor of Ministry (D.Min.) degree on the 
Florida campus. Applications are being 
accepted for Transformational Innovation, 
a new D.Min. concentration designed to 
empower pastoral leaders helping them retool 
and realign their gifts, talents and passions 
to serve the church faithfully and more 
effectively.
“Twenty-first century ministry demands all the innovation we can muster,” said Dr. Tom 
Tumblin, D.Min. executive director. “The Florida D.Min. program will bathe pastors in 
creative ministry ideas as they explore how God would use them in new ways.”
Transformational Innovation is an adaptation of the D.Min. program already offered 
on Asbury Seminary’s Kentucky campus. Courses will focus on principles of creative 
change and adaptation to transcultural needs and interests.  Cohorts of 15 to 25 
students will meet twice a year (typically January and July) for four years. 
Contact Admissions at asburyseminary.edu or 800.2ASBURY for more information.
June 18-August 6, 2009
Florida campus hosts  
Summer in the Son
A series of one-day seminars designed to help you 
enrich your ministry will be offered on the Asbury 
Seminary Florida campus this summer. Register 
for one, two or all three days of learning. Each day 
will be scheduled from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and held 
on the Florida campus. The cost is $15 for each 
seminar or $35 for all three events. The following 
seminars will be offered: 
• June 18, 2009 — Mentoring Conference with 
Dr. Daryl Smith
• July 16, 2009 — Creative Celebration of the 
Sacraments with Dr. Kandace Brooks
• August 6, 2009 — Learning to Speak Human: 
Preaching for the 21st Century Mission with Dr. 
Brian Russell
Register at asburyseminary.edu or call 
407.482.7500 for more information.
Asbury Seminary to offer cluster courses in Columbus, Ohio 
Asbury Seminary launches a new initiative this fall at the Vineyard Leadership Institute 
(VLI) in Columbus, Ohio.  Partnering with VLI, the Asbury Cluster Education (ACE) 
program will provide graduate theological education in a classroom setting more 
convenient and accessible to students in the central Ohio region. 
ACE students complete 30 hours of graduate coursework in a cohort model meeting 
10 weekends throughout a two-year period.  A formational retreat in late August will be 
followed by classes beginning in September.  Dates are dependent upon an anticipated 
cohort of 30 students. 
Courses taken through ACE will apply to the Master of Divinity, the majority of Master 
of Arts degrees and the 32-hour Certificate in Christian Studies. 
Contact Admissions at asburyseminary.edu or 800.2ASBURY for more information.
Ichthus celebrates 40th year at June 10-13, 2009 festival
Responding to Woodstock, Asbury Seminary professor Bob Lyon and students created 
the first Christian music festival in the United States. The Ichthus festival offered youth 
an alternative to secular music and its associated lifestyle. 
For 40 years, the Asbury Seminary community has voluntarily directed Ichthus traffic, 
picked up trash, checked wristbands, prayed and counseled with festival participants, 
and provided leadership literally through rain, sleet and snow.     
Thousands of youth have heard the message of Christian faith through the music and 
ministry of Ichthus. Congratulations, Ichthus, for keeping the beat going. Thank you, 
alumni, for your willingness to serve.
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President, faculty contribute to study Bible
The president of Asbury Seminary and several of its faculty 
members contributed to the study notes in the new 
Wesley Study Bible, published by Abingdon Press (2009).
The general editors of the study Bible were William H. 
Willimon and Joel B. Green, former Asbury Seminary 
professor and provost who teaches at Fuller Theological 
Seminary. Dr. Bill T. Arnold, the Paul S. Amos Professor of 
Old Testament Interpretation at Asbury Seminary, was a 
contributing editor. In addition to Arnold, other Asbury 
Seminary contributors include:
Dr. J. Ellsworth Kalas, president of Asbury Seminary
Dr. Kenneth J. Collins, professor of historical theology and 
Wesley studies
Dr. Maxie Dunnam, chancellor
Dr. Lester Ruth, Lily May Jarvis Professor of Christian Worship
Dr. Ruth Anne Reese, associate professor of New Testament
Dr. Brian D. Russell, associate professor of biblical studies
Dr. David L. Thompson, F.M. and Ada Thompson Professor 
of Biblical Studies
Dr. Ben Witherington III, professor of New Testament
Dr. Mike Pasquarello III, Granger E. and Anna A. Fisher 
Professor of Preaching.
The Asbury Seminary Bookstore (operated by Cokesbury) 
has leather-bound copies of the Bible for sale for $39. 
For more information, visit the bookstore on the Kentucky 
campus or the website at asburyseminary.edu/bookstore.
Hong named to Sundo Kim 
Chair of Evangelism and 
Practical Theology 
Asbury Seminary’s Board of Trustees 
approved Dr. John Hong to fill the Sundo 
Kim Chair of Evangelism and Practical Theology.
“Dr. Hong embodies the qualities of an evangelist,” said 
Dr. Leslie A. Andrews, vice president of academic affairs 
and provost at Asbury Seminary. “He brings a wealth of 
intercultural, scholarly, mentoring and teaching experience 
to the seminary. Dr. Hong is a worthy recipient of the Sundo 
Kim Chair of Evangelism and Practical Theology.”
Hong, a professor of evangelism in Asbury Seminary’s E. 
Stanley Jones School of World Mission and Evangelism, is also 
the director of the World Evangelism Research Center and 
has translated more than 25 texts from English into Korean. 
Professor to consult on United Methodist 
hymnal
Dr. Lester Ruth, the Lily May Jarvis Professor of Christian Worship at 
Asbury Seminary, will serve as one of two consultants to the United 
Methodist Hymnal Revision Committee.
The committee is charged with preparing and presenting to the 2012 
General Conference a hymn and worship resource for adoption as the official hymnal 
of the United Methodist Church for congregational use in the United States. This 
will be the first revision of the United Methodist hymnal since 1989.
“Dr. Lester Ruth will bring to the Hymnal Revision Committee his vast knowledge 
and experience with not only Wesleyan hymns, practice, and theology, but also his 
research and insight into contemporary worship music and praise songs that are 
becoming increasingly important in the United Methodist churches,” said Dr. Dean 
McIntyre, co-editor of the hymnal revision project.” 
Giving through your estate
Many people think that giving through an estate is reserved for a select few, but 
that is not true. Every gift given through a bequest to Asbury Seminary is an 
investment in our future. You can make a bequest in your will, in a revocable trust, 
or by designating Asbury Seminary as a beneficiary of your insurance policy. Your 
gift may be unrestricted, or you may designate it for a particular purpose such as a 
scholarship fund. Please call our Advancement Office at 1.800.227.2879, extension 
2305, today to discuss the possibilities of giving through your estate.
Fiscal update from President J. Ellsworth Kalas
In April, I had the painful assignment of conveying to our faculty and staff actions 
taken jointly by the administration and Board of Trustees to ensure our seminary’s 
fiscal health as we work our way through the current international economic crisis. 
As you may know, Asbury Seminary has suffered a 28.7% decline in its endowment. 
This has resulted in a 13% loss in our operating budget.  Like many private, higher 
education institutions, Asbury Seminary is addressing the loss of endowment 
income as well as losses from tuition and gift income.  Since fall 2008, we have 
implemented a number of cost-savings efforts, including adjustments in employee 
retirement contribution and compensation, employee attrition, and more than 
$600,000 in line item reductions.
On April 1, the board approved administrative recommendations developed by a 
joint committee from the trustees and the administration, recommending academic 
program evaluation, student and auxiliary service audits, and a reduction in force of 
16 employees effective April 9, 2009. 
We are working tirelessly toward a bright and hopeful future. This has meant some 
extremely difficult decisions.  These decisions help us look good on paper, but 
paper doesn’t measure people’s hearts and we, as a community, grieve the loss 
of personnel. While I am grateful that we have been able to keep our work force 
reduction to a minimum, I regret deeply that even a few of our employees have been 
released. 
We have the charge and privilege of serving more than 1,600 students preparing 
to minister throughout God’s kingdom. We serve a God who knows each one of us:  
our needs, our problems, our dreams, and our hearts.  Each of us is precious to God, 
and to me.  I thank God for your faithfulness throughout these valley days. Please 
continue to pray with me as we seek to bring God honor and praise.
J. Ellsworth Kalas
President
Correction
Asbury Theological Seminary would like to apologize 
to Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Chapman of Gainesville, Va., for 
inadvertently omitting them from our list of donors for 
the fiscal year 2007-2008 in Faces of Asbury Seminary, 
Testimonies of Annual Stewardship.
A campus visit helped Kevin Brenner realize God’s call for him to attend Asbury Theological 
Seminary. Brenner followed the call and never looked back.
“My experience in class, in worship and with the admissions team proved to be the 
confirmation that God was in fact calling me to Asbury,” Brenner said. “First and foremost, 
my time at Asbury has enabled me to better figure out who I am in Christ.”
“Now that I am away from campus, serving full time and wrapping up the M.Div., knowing 
how to learn, how to interpret and think for myself is the most valuable piece I have taken 
from my Asbury experience.”
Kevin is a 4th grade teacher at Calvin Wiley Elementary School in Greensboro, N.C.
 “Asbury has enabled me to better figure out 
who I am in Christ.” —Kevin Brenner, M.Div. student
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October 16-17, 2009 
f l o r i d a  c a m p u s
October 23-24, 2009 
k e n t u c k y  c a m p u s
Meet with faculty, financial aid 
consultants, academic advisors 
and current students. Worship, 
share meals and attend class — 
experience what it’s like to be 
part of a community called.
